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days, however, his patriotic mind sighed for the day when
similar conditions would prevail in his own country. Of
special interest from this point of view are his reflections
on a visit he made to the House of Commons in London.
He recorded :
"Many of us who are young, and even rnany of us
now in their middle age, will probably live to sec the day
when the people of India will have a constitutional means
of expressing their views on the administration of their
country, when their views will to a large extent shape that
administration, and when their hands will to a great extent
practically manage that administration".
He then proceeded to add :
"The divine right of conquerors will be as obsolete a
phrase in the political dictionary of the twentieth century
as the divine right of Kings is in the nineteenth, and the
people of India will be proud of their connection with
England, as are the sons of Englishmen in Australia or
Canada".
His vision was, indeed, limited to what came to be called
later as full Dominion Status, but this was itself well in
advance of the political thinking in India in the nineteenth
century. What is more significant, and even prophetic, how-
ever, is his observation about the "divine right of conquer-
ors" which in that era of colonialism was an axiom accepted
without question. To Romesh Dutt goes the credit of be-
ing one of the early political thinkers hi India who dared
question this right, thus laying the theoretical foundation
for the national movement which followed in the twentieth
century.
Before returning to India Romesh Dutt toured extensively
in Europe during the remaining months of 1886. He
visited Norway, Sweden, France, Belgium, Holland, Ger-
many and Italy, paying special attention to places of his-

